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a real estate development and management 
company. 

Driven by a genuine passion to serve oth-
ers, Mrs. Steever’s outreach to the community 
began many years ago serving as Chair of 
Bell’s Community Relations Service Team. 
She has served as chair, board member, so-
licitor, and friend of several local non-profits, 
including the Osterhout Library, Back Moun-
tain Memorial Library, Catherine McAuley 
House, Family Service Association of Wyo-
ming Valley, Luzeme County Community Col-
lege, Penn State Wilkes-Barre, Wyoming Val-
ley United Way, Association for the Blind, 
American Heart Association, and the Salvation 
Army. In 2010, the Times Leader newspaper 
recognized Mrs. Steever as one of the Great 
Women of Northeast Pennsylvania for her ac-
complishments in the workplace and in her 
community. 

Mrs. Steever also served with the Salvation 
Army’s Wilkes-Barre Corps for nine years, 
where she repeatedly proved her ability to ef-
fectively orchestrate their Annual Community 
Award Dinners, raising approximately 
$1,300,000 for the Kirby Health Center Family 
House, a transitional housing program for 
homeless families. 

It is a distinct honor to congratulate Bobbie 
Steever on receiving the Greater Wilkes-Barre 
Salvation Army Others Award, and I commend 
her for the many years of dedicated service 
she provided to our local community. Her work 
on behalf of others serves as an inspiration for 
all of us. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in 
1994, the east African nation of Rwanda expe-
rienced one of the most horrific genocides in 
modern times. An estimated 800,000 
Rwandans—mostly ethnic Tutsis and mod-
erates among the ethnic Hutus were brutally 
murdered in a state-backed extermination 
campaign that lasted for months. 

Hutu-Tutsi tensions date back to colonial 
times, when the Belgians created a superior 
class composed of Tutsis, shutting out Hutus 
from government jobs and higher education 
despite Hutus comprising about 85% of the 
population. In 1959 and 1960, tensions among 
the Hutus exploded in a campaign that left 
20,000 Tutsis dead and created 300,000 Tutsi 
refugees. 

As with this earlier genocide, the inter-
national community watched largely from the 
sidelines during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda 
as the death toll rose from April until July of 
that year until the Rwandan Patriotic Front or 
RPF defeated the Hutu-led government mili-
tary. More than two million mostly-Hutu refu-
gees flooded into the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, leading to continuing problems in 
that country. The RPF-led Rwandan govern-
ment has criticized the United Nations for 
sheltering Hutu participants in the genocide 
and for allowing them to arm in refugee 
camps. 

Over the years, the RPF has used the guilt 
of the international community as a shield to 
prevent criticism of its action. U.N. Ambas-
sador Samantha Power referred to Ambas-
sador Susan Rice and her colleagues in the 
Clinton administration in the 1990s as By-
standers to Genocide. She quotes Rice in the 
2002 book as saying, ‘‘If we use the word 
‘genocide’ and are seen as doing nothing, 
what will be the effect on the November con-
gressional election?’’ Part of Rice’s team dur-
ing those years was Gayle Smith, current 
nominee to head the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

As far back as May 1998, I chaired a hear-
ing that included testimony about the willful 
U.S. neglect in preventing the Rwandan geno-
cide. As recounted in an issue of the New 
Yorker magazine at the time, a high-ranking 
Rwandan informant had warned the U.N. lead-
ership, including Kofi Annan, and the United 
States about preparations for killings 3 months 
before they began. The recipients apparently 
did not act on that information. 

Furthermore, the United States has been 
accused not merely of inaction, but also of ob-
structing preemptive multilateral efforts to quell 
the crisis. Some have alleged that, in the 
words of Refugees International president Lio-
nel Rosenblatt, ‘‘The ball was not only 
dropped by the United States, it was blocked 
by the United States.’’ 

Paul Kagame, now President of Rwanda, 
was hailed as one of ‘‘Africa’s new leaders’’ by 
Rice and her team during the 1990s, and 
there has been no apparent change in their 
high opinion of him since then despite what 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Robert Jackson 
describes as several public administration 
statements related to human rights concerns 
and ongoing dialogue with the Rwandan gov-
ernment. 

Kagame has been considered a hero on the 
international stage, and has long been im-
mune to public criticism. However, human 
rights reports about abuses in Rwanda have 
grown over the years. The most recent State 
Department human rights report about Rwan-
da accuses the government of ‘‘targeting of 
political opponents and human rights advo-
cates for harassment, arrest and abuse.’’ 
Many observers note the constraints on free-
dom of expression that criminalizes public criti-
cism of the RPF and its policies, as well as 
outlawing public discussion of ethnic issues. In 
that vein, the RPF has used charges of ‘‘geno-
cide ideology’’ and ‘‘divisionism’’ as well as 
national security concerns, to justify prosecu-
tion of opposition political figures and journal-
ists and prevent human rights organizations 
from reporting on events in their country. 

In recent years, there are credible reports 
that the RPF government has commissioned 
assassins to kill dissidents living in exile who 
criticize the government or attempt to form po-
litical associations or parties. 

Several years ago, our committee Chairman 
ED ROYCE was told by Paul Russessabegina 
of Hotel Rwanda fame that the Rwandan Gov-
ernment had targeted him and was behind 
several attempts on his life in Belgium. 

In early 2014, former Rwandan intelligence 
chief Patrick Karegeya who had been living in 
exile in South Africa, was found murdered in 
his hotel room in Johannesburg. 

Karegeya was one of two dissidents, one of 
the witnesses at a hearing I held yesterday— 
former Rwandan Major Robert Higiro—says 
he was asked to have killed. The assassina-
tion plot he revealed was investigated and 
substantiated in a series of articles in Can-
ada’s Globe and Mail newspaper, which inter-
viewed Rwandan exiles in South Africa and 
Belgium. 

Since 2012, I have chaired a series of hear-
ings on the violence perpetrated by various 
militias in eastern DRC. Perhaps the best 
known of them, the so-called M23, was sup-
ported by Rwanda. This Congress has en-
acted restrictions on some military assistance 
to Rwanda in response to its involvement in 
militia activity in the DRC and involvement in 
resource smuggling from that country, as un-
covered in several U.N. reports. 

These charges of serious human rights and 
other abuses would be troubling in any case, 
but Rwanda is a country that has enjoyed sig-
nificant U.S. and international support. By 
largely avoiding criticism of Rwandan human 
rights issues, the Bush and Obama adminis-
trations raised appropriations to Rwanda from 
$39 million in FY2003 to $188 million in 
FY2014. This largely has involved funding of 
health, food security and other socioeconomic 
projects, as well as support for Rwandan par-
ticipation in international peacekeeping. 

Rwanda is the sixth largest troop and police 
contributing country in the U.N., with more 
than 4,000 troops, more than 400 police, and 
13 military observers in seven U.N. missions, 
including: the African Union-United Nations 
Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID); the 
U.N. Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS); the 
U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH); the U.N. Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL); the U.N. Interim Security Force in 
Abyei (UNISFA); the U.N. Operation in Côte 
d’Ivoire (UNOCI), and the U.N. Integrated 
Peace-building Office in Guinea-Bissau 
(UNIOGBIS). 

Rwanda, due to donor aid, political stability 
and favorable investor policies, has grown by 
an average of 8% annually over the past dec-
ade. It is considered one of the recipient coun-
tries most able to achieve results from aid pro-
grams. Yet donors began reducing or re-
directing funds in 2012 because of Rwanda’s 
role in supporting M23. The growing reports of 
human rights abuses also are leading to great-
er caution among donor nations about directly 
supporting the Rwandan Government. 
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Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise in support of a long-term surface 
transportation bill. 

Right now Americans are looking to Con-
gress for REAL bipartisan solutions to fund 
and upgrade our deteriorating infrastructure 
system. As hard as it may be, as uncomfort-
able and contentious as the debates may be-
come, it’s time to for us to move past the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:37 Jun 24, 2019 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR15\E21MY5.000 E21MY5rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

C
K

N
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-06-28T10:54:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




